MO

CA

FAQs for the Core Exhibit
WITH A SINGLE STEP

Stories in the Making of America

WHAT

is the meaning of the
exhibition title?

HOW

is the exhibition
designed?

WHEN
will the full exhibit
be on view?

What are the
CORE PORTRAITS?

The Core Portraits are spoken
in the first person.

WHO

wrote these scripts?

The exhibition title is inspired by the Chinese Taoist philosopher, Laozi,
who said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” MOCA
presents the Chinese American experience as an American story—a heroic
journey of obstacle, triumph, understanding, and ultimately, home.

The exhibition is designed around the architectural heart of the museum—the light-
filled courtyard. Much like the rooms of a traditional Chinese house, each section of
the exhibition is connected to the courtyard, which represents our cultural and histori-
cal heritage—a touchstone in our many different journeys as Chinese Americans.

The exhibition installation will be completed by
MOCA'’s grand opening on September 22, 2009.

The Core Portraits are film shorts (3-5 minutes in length) that wrap around
the courtyard in the core exhibit. They portray Chinese Americans whose
lives exemplify a particular historical era in Chinese American history. Over
time, new portraits will be produced and rotated in.

The first-person scripts were crafted by an all-star cast of Chinese American writers,
who based their writings on oral histories, diaries, and other primary and secondary
sources provided by the museum.

Maxine Hong Kingston (Woman Warrior)

David Henry Hwang, playwright (FOB, M Butterfly, Yellowface)

Gish Jen (Mona in the Promised Land, Who's Irish)

Ha Jin (Waiting, A Free Life)

Stan Lai, playwright (Secret Love in Peach Blossom Land, The Red Lotus Society)
Henry Lu, director (Moxie Pictures)

Helen Zia, journalist (My Country Veersus Me, Asian American Dreams)



Core Portrait

Stations

With a Single Step MOCA Salon

Who are the Core Portrait

SUBJECTS?

Scholar Yung Wing, Connecticut (first Chinese to graduate from an
American college—Y ale University)

Labor contractor/Entrepreneur Ah Quin, California

Social commentator/ Journalist Wong Chin Foo, New York (first to coin
the term “Chinese American”)

Paper son/ Laundryman Tung Funn Hom, New York

International film star Anna May Wong, California
Merchant Charley Toy, Wisconsin

Women Airforce Service Pilot (WASP) Hazel Ying Lee, Oregon (One of

the first Chinese American women pilots to serve the American military)

Museum professional Sheila Chin Morris, Minnesota (Daughter of a paper
son)

Journalist/ Activist Helen Zia, New Jersey/Michigan

Educator Bonnie Lew, Mississippi
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