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Sponsor an Object

In this New Year of the Rabbit, consider supporting MOCA's fire recovery
conservation efforts by sponsoring an object! Sponsoring an object entails
contributing any amount--large or small--to help fund the repair of a treasured
piece of Chinese American history that was damaged during the fire.

On Fridays, we post a profile for a new object needing sponsorship on MOCA’s
Facebook, Instagram, and Sponsor an Object webpage. Each object is
selected based on exhibition and conservation priorities, and each profile features
research into the object's history and significance, an assessment and photo
documentation detailing its damage, and a proposed course of conservation
treatment. 

MOCA offers Chinese-language translations for all of our Sponsor an Object
webpages. Readers can easily navigate from English to Chinese pages by clicking
the "En / 中" icon on the menu bar at the top of MOCA's webpages.

To thank sponsors who donate at specified levels, we include acknowledgement of
sponsorship in the object’s catalog record, on an official certificate of sponsorship,
and/or on exhibition display labels, depending on level of contribution. If you can
support our conservation efforts by contributing any amount towards the repair
of an object, please visit our Sponsor an Object page. 

Please click on an icon above to learn more about objects that still need

additional sponsorship to reach the total conservation cost goal.

Sponsor an Object from MOCA's Collection

Weekly Collection Stories

On Tuesdays, MOCA Collections publishes a new object story highlighting
hidden gems within MOCA’s collections. To read these engaging snapshots of
Chinese American history, visit MOCA’s Weekly Collection Stories page or
follow @mocanyc on Facebook and Instagram. Stories on MOCA's website are
published in both English and Chinese, and readers can easily switch between
languages by clicking the "En / 中" icon on the menu bar at the top of MOCA's
webpages.

Click on an icon below to navigate to one of our most recent object stories:

New Acquisition Highlights

MOCA continues to acquire new objects into our vast 85,000-object collection
through a new formal committee process. Our monthly acquisition meetings
convene staff from MOCA's Exhibition, Education, and Collections
Departments, along with distinguished scholars, board members, and collectors
to make informed determinations regarding proposed donations and
acquisitions. 

We have recently begun featuring objects newly acquired into the collection in
bilingual story posts published Mondays on MOCA’s website and social media. To
switch from English to Chinese on MOCA’s website, click the "En / 中" icon on
the far right of the menu bar at the top of the page. 

Please visit our New Acquisitions page to read more, or click on an icon below to
navigate to our latest highlights:

Open House Three Years After the Fire

On Monday, January 23, the staff of MOCA's Collections and Research Center
hosted our very first Open House. The occasion marked three years to the day
since a fire tore through 70 Mulberry Street, the community space which had long
housed MOCA’s collections and archives.

Visitors and staff at the very first open house held at MOCA's Collections and Research Center at 3 Howard Street to mark

the third year since the fire at MOCA's archives. Photograph taken by Neil Wu-Gibbs.

In the three years since, our Collections staff has grown from a two-person
operation to a mighty team of six, who, in consultation with the conservation
expertise of A.M. Art Conservation, daily undertake the gargantuan task of
organizing, cleaning, rehousing, digitizing, cataloguing, preserving and providing
research access to the more than 85,000 artifacts documenting Chinese American
history that volunteers, community members, and staff from other institutions
had helped us salvage in the days following the fire.

Open to all, the open house enabled our staff to not only give thanks but also
connect one-on-one with visitors and show them firsthand the progress that
we’ve made on our fire recovery efforts. Throughout the day, our Director of
Collections and Research, Yue Ma, gave behind the scenes tours to guests who
continuously trickled in to see our new state of the art archives facility, while staff
engaged visitors who made the rounds through their respective stations to watch
them give live demonstrations of their rehousing, conservation, and digitization
work.

Upon viewing our demonstrations, a few visitors thought of their own keepsakes
and asked us for advice on how they should best store and care for them. For
example, Minna, who manned our qipao rehousing station, fielded many
questions from visitors interested in learning more about archival storage
solutions for their old wedding dresses. One visitor commented that they had
never given a thought to following best archival practices or using archival
materials prior to speaking with Minna.

Minna Kim speaking to visitors and giving a live demonstration of our qipao rehousing work. Photograph taken by Nancy Ng

Tam.

Among the attendees we were especially excited to meet were those who had
previously donated collections and wondered how their personal and family
belongings had fared after the fire. We were able to tell them how much we
enjoyed working on and researching their collections and were able to show them
that their collections were well cared for and neatly rehoused in archival-safe
boxes and folders within our new climate-controlled facility. We also met a couple
of visitors who, upon touring our facility and learning about our collections care,
expressed interest in donating to our collections.

At the open house, we also unveiled our newly completed oral history recording
booth. With more than 600 interviews already conducted since the museum’s
founding in 1980, MOCA boasts one of the nation’s largest oral history
collections documenting Chinese life in America. Having this dedicated space for
recording oral history enables us to continue growing this important collection,
central to MOCA’s mission of preserving and giving platform to often unheard
voices and redefining the American narrative. Our visitors were able to peak into
the booth, sit on the barrel accent chairs, and take selfies against the general store
backdrop of the new recording space.

View from inside the intimate interview space of MOCA's new oral history recording booth. Photograph taken by Neil Wu-

Gibbs.

Bilingual English and Chinese text printed on the wall

enclosing the oral history booth. Photograph taken by

Nancy Ng Tam.

A peak from the entrance of the oral history booth.

Photograph taken by Nancy Ng Tam.

Thank you so much to all who braved the cold and rain to mark this momentous
day in our museum’s history with us! It was wonderful to meet you and to
celebrate the progress towards recovery we have made since that day among the
company of supporters and friends.

Behind the Scenes of MOCA @ the Winter Show

MOCA Associate Curator Andrew Rebatta and A.M. Art Conservation conservators Rachael Arenstein and Anne Léculier King

gauge the intensity and placement of lighting optimal for both viewing and textile preservation while an Armory staff

member assists with making adjustments. Photograph taken by Harvey Ngai.

Below we offer a behind the scenes look at MOCA staff members and A.M. Art
Conservation conservators working on the set up and installation of MOCA’s

capsule exhibition, “How We Dressed in the Beautiful Country.” The
exhibition was part of the Winter Show, a premier art, antiques, and design fair
on view from January 20-29 at the Park Avenue Armory. Ticket proceeds
benefited the East Side House Settlement, a community-based organization that
has been serving the needs of immigrant and low-income families in the Bronx
and Northern Manhattan since 1891.

“How We Dressed in the Beautiful Country” highlighted selections from two of
MOCA’s key fashion and costume collections: the remarkable hand-tailored

qipaos of Aileen Pei, stepmother of I.M. Pei, who lived through historic epochs
in early 20th century China before settling in New York with her family in the
1940s, and the dramatically ornate costumes from the Chinese Musical and

Theatrical Association (CMTA), an organization whose members performed and
preserved Cantonese opera in New York Chinatown since the 1930s.

Installation shot of "How We Dressed in the Beautiful Country.” Photograph taken by Harvey Ngai.

Aileen Pei’s collection of elegant and everyday qipao were designed and hand-
sown in Hong Kong by the acclaimed Yang Ze Bong, or “Tailor Yang,” with fabric
Pei selected and shipped from New York over the course of the mid through late
twentieth century. The two featured CMTA opera costumes were likely created
by the famous Gem Loen Coeng workshop in Guangzhou in the late 19th century,
when the city was a center of embroidery. These expensive, extravagant costumes
may have made their way to CMTA through a touring opera troupe that went
bankrupt during the Great Depression, a common fate of many troupes. Heavy,
fragile costumes like these were often left with a local association like CMTA
rather than returned to China.

Installation shot of CMTA opera costumes shown at the Winter Show.

Given their age and frequency of use, conservation and preparation work on the
displayed garments began at 3 Howard Street well ahead of installation at the
Amory. 

To ensure their safe display, conservator Anne Léculier King meticulously
examined each costume and qipao adorned with sequins and embroidery to
secure or reinforce loose pieces with needle and thread. 

Anne repairing and securing loose sequins on Pei’s

beautiful powder blue qipao. Photograph taken by Nancy

Ng Tam.

Anne repairing embroidery on a vibrant gold CMTA opera

costume. Photograph taken by Nancy Ng Tam.

In addition, MOCA Collections staff members Anna, Minna, and Harvey assisted
in constructing all sorts of custom-fitted supports to display each qipao and opera
costume.

To support the weight and display the intricate detailing of

the opera costume sleeves, Harvey and Anna constructed

spanned armature out of board covered in Marvel 360, an

aluminized nylon and polyethylene barrier film that

prevents the passage of vapors and pollutants. Photograph

taken by Nancy Ng Tam.

To fill out the neck of the mannequins so that they fit and

support the height and width of each qipao’s standing

collar, here Minna is carving a support from foam board.

Photograph taken by Nancy Ng Tam.

Because the qipao were a bit bigger than the mannequins

they were working with, staff had to add more padding to

the mannequins using polyester batting stuffed under

nylon tights so that the garments would not sag and would

be fully supported while on display. Photograph taken by

Minna Kim.

Some of the qipao needed skirt supports made using

nylon tulle and crinoline, particularly the magenta dress

because its mannequin did not have hips. Here, Minna is

shown preparing the mannequin for its dress at the

Armory. Photograph taken by Harvey Ngai.

After the preparation work at 3 Howard, the installation team's work extended for
two additional days at the Armory.

Minna and Anna setting up the mannequins at the Armory. Here, one can see the hip, chest, neck and shoulder padding

added to support and fit each qipao to perfection. Photograph taken by Harvey Ngai.

Anna and Harvey touching up areas of paint on the display booth while Anne gives the qipao a final steam to iron out any

wrinkling. Photograph taken by Rachael Arenstein.

To view a more extensive gallery of photographs capturing the installation days at
the Armory exhibition space, please click to visit our MOCA @ The Winter

Show webpage. To read more about the exhibition, visit MOCA's Winter Show
webpage.

View MOCA's Winter Show Webpage

Many thanks to the installation team for their hard work! From left to right are Anna Ng, Minna Kim, Anne Léculier King,

Rachael Arenstein, Yue Ma, Herb Tam, Andrew Rebatta, and Harvey Ngai. Photograph courtesy of Harvey Ngai.

MOCA on the Road: NJ Symphony’s Lunar New Year Gala

Yue Ma speaking to two attendees visiting our MOCA on the Road display at the New Jersey Symphony's Lunar New Year

Gala. Photograph taken by Diyang Zhou.

The MOCA on the Road team was invited to participate in the New Jersey
Symphony’s Lunar New Year Celebration Gala on January 21, 2023 at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. This was an evening event dedicated to
promoting traditional Chinese culture as well as celebrating the New Year of the
Rabbit among Chinese American communities in the New York and New Jersey
area. MOCA's Director of Collections and Research, Yue Ma, and Collections staff
member, Diyang Zhou, represented MOCA at the event. 

Below is an excerpt of a firsthand account of the event written by Diyang.

We set up our tables and displayed exhibition objects soon after we arrived at the
arts center around 3�20 pm. We were one of four groups invited to exhibit in the
lobby at the New Year gala. The others were amateur artists showcasing their
skills in Chinese knot tying, paper fan painting, and paper cutting.  Before the
event was open to the guests, the paper fan painter came over to our table and
expressed curiosity about our displayed objects. Yue gave her a brief summary of
the museum's history as well as the stories behind each object. She was
particularly fascinated by the 1957 Shanghai boardgame made by the Coca-Cola
Company. 

The gala started at four o’clock with erhu music played by a Chinese artist on the
stage. Groups of people came and visited our booth, including one of the event
organizers, Calvin Lee, and his son. Yue introduced MOCA and our new archival
initiatives to them. Calvin pointed out the abacus on the table to his son, a
second-generation Chinese American, and asked if he knew what it was. He shook
his head and listened to his father’s explanations. Yue added to this by informing
them that the owner of this abacus opened the first Chinese restaurant in Boston's
Chinatown, Hong Far Low, in 1879. Moreover, this abacus was loaned from
MOCA for a special exhibition at the Computer History Museum in California to
introduce the first computational system in the world. Calvin and his son smiled
and thanked us before they left. 

To read more about Yue and Diyang's experience at the New Jersey Symphony’s
Lunar New Year Gala, click to visit our MOCA on the Road webpage!

Group of attendees gathered around our placard on MOCA's Sponsor an Object initiative, aimed at raising funds to repair

objects in MOCA's collection damaged during the fire. Photograph taken by Diyang Zhou.

Attendee at our MOCA on the Road table learning about our new state of the art archives space at 3 Howard Street.

Photograph taken by Diyang Zhou.

Attendees looking through stereoscopes at a reel of historical photos of New York Chinatown that MOCA commissioned from

photographers Robert "Bud" Glick and Paul Calhoun during the 1980s. Photograph taken by Diyang Zhou.

Digitization Grant Project Updates: Paper Sculptures 

MOCA and the Center for Jewish
History (CJH) are fast approaching the
tail end of a joint 3-year grant from the
Council on Library and Information

Resources (CLIR) to digitize MOCA’s
collection of China Daily News, Chinese
American Times, and Fly To Freedom paper
sculptures made by Chinese from the
Golden Venture.

Digital + Creative Services Manager at CJH, Jennifer Rodewald, photographing one of MOCA's 217 paper sculptures and 3D

artifacts made by Chinese from the Golden Venture. CJH set up their state of the art photography equipment in MOCA's

space to minimize excessive movement and handling of the delicate sculptures. Photograph taken by Nancy Ng Tam.

We are excited to report that we have entered the final phase of this project! Over
the course of this past January, CJH staff members Jennifer Rodewald and
Satoshi Tsuchiyama have been onsite at MOCA's archives in order to
professionally photograph our Fly to Freedom paper sculptures. The high
resolution photographs, taken from different angles, will be used to create 3-
dimensional images, allowing remote digital access to the sculptures while aiding
their longterm preservation.

Consider Supporting the Work of MOCA Collections

The small staff at MOCA's Collections and Research Center do vital work to care
for and offer access to an extensive collection of 85,000+ objects documenting and
supporting research on Chinese American history. Please consider supporting our
work through donating to MOCA's Fire Recovery Fund. No donation is too small
and each contribution enables us to continue preserving MOCA's historical
treasures for generations to come.

Donate to MOCA's Fire Recovery Fund

Free Digital Guide

Discover more about the Museum in our bilingual digital guide on Bloomberg

Connects, the free arts and culture app. Explore our permanent collection, get a
behind-the-scenes look at our Responses exhibition, and more with exclusive audio
content and commentary. Download the app here.

Download Free Bloomberg Connects App

Google Arts & Culture
In 2021, MOCA launched a partnership with Google to make hundreds of
digitized images of objects, sculptures, letters, photos, and videos from MOCA’s
collections available for free on the Google Arts & Culture digital platform.

MOCA's special virtual exhibition titled Trial by Fire: The Race to Save 200

Years of Chinese American History, available exclusively on the platform, tells
the story of the Museum’s race against the clock to retrieve, rescue, and repair its
archives. Trial by Fire is an original MOCA exhibition written, researched, and
compiled from the Museum’s daily social media posts, and primary sources such
as videos and images, public records, and news reports that documented the first
critical weeks of the fire, its aftermath, and recovery effort afterward.

In addition, over 200 digitized high-resolution images from MOCA’s collections
are available for the first time on the platform, as well as digital exhibits of With a

Single Step: Stories in the Making of America, MOCA’s permanent exhibition,
and the My MOCA Story video project, a crowdsourced social-media storytelling
project launched by MOCA at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Explore Google Arts & Culture
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