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GHHN Grant-Funded Conservation of P.S. 23 Boys' Records
Drawer Complete!

P.S. 23 boys' records drawer photographed after conservation treatment funded by a Conservation Treatment Grant that

MOCA received from the Greater Hudson Heritage Network. Photograph courtesy of Anne Léculier King.

Back in March, MOCA was awarded a 2023 NYSCA/GHHN Conservation
Treatment Grant from the Greater Hudson Heritage Network to support the
repair of one of two wooden drawers used to hold academic and physical
examination records of P.S. 23 students. We are excited to report that this grant-
funded conservation treatment has just been completed! This 3-dimensional
artifact, salvaged from a neighborhood school which served several generations of
the community that became New York Chinatown, is now structurally stable and
ready for future exhibition display.

Before treatment: loose plank hanging open on the

underside of the drawer

After treatment: structural stability of the drawer restored

so that it can once again hold the weight of the records

P.S. 23 boys' records drawer undergoing conservation treatment at the professional conservation lab of A.M. Art Conservation

conservator Anne Léculier King. Photograph courtesy of Anne Léculier King.

To date, we are still in need of funds to support the conservation treatment of the
student record cards that were stored in the drawer, some of which date as far back
as the 1880s. If you can help contribute any amount towards their conservation,
please visit MOCA's Sponsor an Object webpage to learn more.

Sponsor an Object

In honor of this past AAPI Heritage Month, consider supporting MOCA's fire
recovery conservation efforts by sponsoring an object! Sponsoring an object
entails contributing any amount--large or small--to help fund the repair of a
treasured piece of Chinese American history that was damaged during the fire.

On Fridays, we post a profile for a new object needing sponsorship on MOCA’s
Facebook, Instagram, and Sponsor an Object webpage. Each object is
selected based on exhibition and conservation priorities, and each profile features
research into the object's history and significance, an assessment and photo
documentation detailing its damage, and a proposed course of conservation
treatment. 

MOCA offers Chinese-language translations for all of our Sponsor an Object
webpages. Readers can easily navigate from English to Chinese pages by clicking
the "En / 中" icon on the menu bar at the top of MOCA's webpages.

To thank sponsors who donate at specified levels, we include acknowledgement of
sponsorship in the object’s catalog record, on an official certificate of sponsorship,
and/or on exhibition display labels, depending on level of contribution. If you can
support our conservation efforts by contributing any amount towards the repair
of an object, please visit our Sponsor an Object page. 

Please click on an icon above to learn more about objects that still need

additional sponsorship to reach the total conservation cost goal.

Sponsor an Object from MOCA's Collection

MOCA Collections on the Road during AAPI Month

MOCA @ Great Neck Public Schools AAPI Passport Event

MOCA Director of Education Lauren Nechamkin and MOCA's booth at the Great Neck Public Schools AAPI Passport Event.

Photograph courtesy of Harvey Ngai.

On Monday, May 8th, MOCA was invited to exhibit at the Great Neck Public
Schools AAPI Passport Event celebrating AAPI history and the introduction of
AAPI history into the general school curriculum. The event format included
multiple booths operated by teachers who showcased samples of the AAPI
teaching materials and featured local community members who shared their
personal stories and family history in the United States. Students and their
families were encouraged to visit each booth and interact with the teachers and
community members to collect all the stamps on their AAPI passport cards.

MOCA Director of Education Lauren Nechamkin engaging with fellow educators and families at the Great Neck Public

Schools AAPI Passport Event. Photograph courtesy of Harvey Ngai.

The MOCA booth featured artifacts from our collection, including our Fly to
Freedom paper sculptures, bound feet shoe, and an old abacus from Boston
Chinatown’s first Chinese restaurant. Students and parents visited our booth in
between touring the teaching booths. The parents greatly enjoyed seeing the
abacus and explaining its use to their children and students took turns looking at
MOCA’s photo collection through the View-Master. We are grateful to the Great
Neck Public Schools and event sponsors Great Neck Chinese Association and the
United Parent-Teacher Council for this opportunity to exhibit MOCA collection
artifacts and museum information.

MOCA @ Bryant Park AAPI Month Celebration

DJ GIRL WUNDER (Jessica Wu) and MOCA Collections Associate Harvey Ngai at MOCA PRESENTS: Vinyl Listening Session

with DJ GIRL WUNDER at Bryant Park. Photograph courtesy of Neil Wu-Gibbs.

On Friday, May 12th, MOCA was invited to present a Vinyl Listening Session
with DJ GIRL WUNDER as part of Bryant Park festivities celebrating AAPI
Heritage Month. Throughout the afternoon, DJ GIRL WUNDER played a
curated selection of historical and nostalgic records from MOCA’s permanent
collections, giving attendees and passersby a taste of what it was like to party in
NYC’s Chinatown in the ’70s, ’80s, and ’90s, when DJs played strictly vinyl.
Selections played included Mandopop, Cantopop, Hokkien pop, and Chinese folk
music.

MOCA @ TD Ascend AAPI Conference

MOCA Director of Collections and Research Yue Ma at the TD Ascend AAPI Conference table set up with a rich array of

artifacts documenting Asian American and Chinese American history. Photograph courtesy of Neil Wu-Gibbs.

On Thursday, May 18th, MOCA Collections brought museum artifacts to Mount
Laurel, NJ to display at the AAPI Heritage celebration event organized by the
Ascend Philadelphia Chapter and TD Bank. There were 100 in-person attendees
and 320 virtual participants from across North America, including Canada.

MOCA President Nancy Yao giving a keynote speech on Asian identity and Asian American history. Photograph courtesy of

Yue Ma.

MOCA’s outgoing President Nancy Yao gave a speech as a keynote speaker on
Asian identity and Asian American history. Her passion and energy on the subject
were infectious. We received feedback from the PA/NJ Regional Diversity Council
Co-Chair of TD Bank Kathy Wong after the speech praising it as powerful and
engaging. Kathy also expressed that Ascend members and TD Bank colleagues
were grateful to MOCA for bringing the museum's valuable collections and
artifacts to their event.  She was fascinated to see the intricacy of the paper
sculptures made by Golden Venture asylum seekers and was moved by the
handwritten letter that Kwong Lum wrote to his cousin Shuck Wing Chin (aka
Kwong Cheung) while the latter served in the U.S. military during World War II.
The letter assured Chin that everyone in their family back in China was safe
and relayed news of the family that Kwong Lum had himself learned in a letter
from home. Kathy also shared that she personally knew about the history of the
foot binding practice in China but actually seeing Cora May Chin’s grandmother’s
bound feet shoe made it feel particularly real. 

MOCA Director of Programs and Strategic Initiatives & Chief of Staff Neil Wu-Gibbs with a conference guest visiting the

display of artifacts from MOCA's collection. Photograph courtesy of Yue Ma.

MOCA @ Princeton AAPI 5K Run & Walk

Runners of all ages and backgrounds participating in the Princeton 5K Run & Walk event in celebration of AAPI Heritage

Month. Photograph courtesy of Avant-Garde Visual.

On Saturday, May 20th, MOCA participated in the second annual 5K Run &
Walk in Princeton to honor the contributions of AAPI communities, in
partnership with Princeton Active Circle, the Institute of Financial Intelligence
(IFI), and Where Music Carries Us (WMCU). 

A group of young runners visiting MOCA Collections' display. Photograph courtesy of Yue Ma.

During the event, runners and families learned about Chinese American history
and cultures at MOCA’s display table showcasing select artifacts from our
collection, and were able to take home copies of MOCA Education’s K-12-friendly
MOCA Heroes activity booklets. Each booklet in the MOCA Heroes series
explores the life and contributions of a Chinese American trailblazer and was very
popular with kids at the event.

A group of runners posing with copies of MOCA Heroes activity booklets on Chinese railroad workers and Maya Lin.

Photograph courtesy of Yue Ma.

MOCA Performance Highlights Marcella Dear Collection

Letter that Walter B. Chin wrote to his sister Marcella Chin in English on April 27, 1943 while he was completing Air Force

training at Lincoln Air Base in Nebraska. Courtesy of Marcella Dear, Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) Collection.

On Thursday, May 17th, MOCA PERFORMS actors brought Chinese American
history to life during a live reading of letters drawn from MOCA’s Marcella Dear
Collection. The letters—which were written to a young Marcella by her brother
Walter B. Chin and friends Stanson Mark and Yee M. Thom (Tommy)—
provided a humanizing window into some of the feelings and experiences of
young Chinese American and immigrant men serving in the U.S. military during
World War II.

The letter-reading performance featured actors Shan Y. Chuang, Philippe Leong,
and Charles Pang, and was conceived and directed by Dennis Yueh-Yeh Li,
MOCA's new Director of Performance, Storytelling & Community.

Walter Chin with three of his comrades in arms from the

U.S. Air Force during WWII. From left to right: "Bibana

Baker Bogle Walter." Courtesy of Marcella Dear, Museum

of Chinese in America (MOCA) Collection.

Walter Chin in a U.S. Army Air Forces uniform standing

with his mother Tsui Chun Guey. His rank insignia indicates

he is a sergeant. Chin served in the Air Force during WWII

in the Pacific Theater. Courtesy of Marcella Dear, Museum

of Chinese in America (MOCA) Collection.

The actors began the performance by painting a broad historical portrait of
wartime in New York Chinatown with the aid of historical photographs from
MOCA’s collections. On the home front, Chinese New Yorkers supported the war
effort by buying and selling war bonds, salvaging and recycling a wide array of
previously discarded material for reuse by the troops, volunteering with the
American Red Cross, and organizing events which fundraised considerable sums
to aid soldiers and orphaned children affected by the war in China against Japan.

Chinatown Boy Scout Troop 150 marching in a "Bowl of

Rice" fundraising parade for children affected by the Sino-

Japanese War, February 1943. Photograph taken at corner

of Mott and Pell Streets. Courtesy of Jeanette Lee Chin,

Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) Collection.

Bird's eye photograph of marchers carrying Chinese

national flag in a "Bowl of Rice" fundraising parade for

children affected by the Sino-Japanese War, Mott Street,

New York, NY, February 1943. Courtesy of Jeanette Lee

Chin, Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) Collection.

In addition to these contributions on the home front, nearly 14,000 or 22 percent
of all men of Chinese descent in the United States fought in the U.S. armed forces
during World War II. As the actors’ explained, Chinese American men were
disproportionately drafted due to their high incidence of “bachelorhood” and the
prioritization of drafting men without dependents, though in reality many
supported families in home villages back in China. However, many also enlisted
out of patriotism and a sense of duty, a feeling that the letter-writers expressed.

For the letter reading, participants were divided into three groups assigned to one
of three actors stationed in adjoining sections of the museum’s core exhibit. The
actors each read aloud two letters and then shared their own impressions, asked
questions, or invited questions, opening the door for small-group discussion. At
the end of an allotted time, a bell was rung, signaling that it was time for each
group to rotate to the next actor. At the end of three rounds, the audience was
invited to once again convene as one large group to share takeaways and ask any
lingering questions.

MOCA Performs actor, Charles Pang, reading a letter from Walter Chin to his sister Marcella in the "Allies and Enemies"

section of the museum's core exhibition. Next to him is a display case showing select artifacts drawn from MOCA's Marcella

Dear Collection. Photograph courtesy of Nancy Ng Tam.

With firsthand details and an earnest tone that drew readers and listeners alike in,
the letters recounted the mundane, everyday life in the barracks, basic training,
kitchen duty, mosquitos, requests of objects or news from home, encounters with
fellow Chinese American soldiers, desire for connection and the familiar, the
honor of dying for one’s country, and impressions of new places as their units
moved across the U.S.—from Lincoln, NE, Fort Myers, FL, Camp Wheeler, GA,
San Francisco, CA, and Seattle, WA—to being deployed to fight at the front
overseas. 

The audience generally appreciated learning about these experiences, but
interestingly, a few found just as compelling the notable silences. Connecting it to
the present, an activist who organized around seeking justice for Private Danny
Chen, who was racially harassed, teased, bullied, and mercilessly beaten by his
fellow soldiers before he committed suicide in 2011, asserted that she could not
believe that Chinese American soldiers did not also experience racist treatment in
the U.S. military of the 1940s.

This opened up a discussion of what else was left unsaid in the letters—the
psychological trauma and weight one must feel when one takes a life, the terror
and horrors of war. All this they perhaps left unsaid to spare their families. This
turn in the discussion to what was missing inspired an audience member and actor
to share with the group what happened to their own families, who lived through
the Japanese occupation and war in Shanghai and Hong Kong, respectively.
Another contributor to the discussion, a World War II veteran in the audience,
spoke from experience that the military did in fact read and censor letters and
punished soldiers who displeased the censors with unpleasant duties, perhaps
explaining the silences.

All in all, the performance—replete with storytelling, memory-sharing, and
discussion informed by historical photographs, documents, and artifacts from
MOCA's collection—was an educational and entertaining way to spend an
evening during AAPI Heritage Month.

2011.019.022 Chin Family Portrait, 1946. A twenty-year-old Marcella is sitting in the middle row on the far right. Next to her are

her parents Suey Bing and Tsui Chun Guey. In the back row, from right, are Walter's wife and Walter, who came home safely

after the war. The Chins owned a spacious apartment at 44 Mott Street and often threw parties and welcomed Chinese

students into their home. It is probable that Marcella befriended and/or socialized with Stanson, Tommy and others during

such occasions. As a beautiful and vibrant young woman from a prominent and wealthy merchant family, and as one of the

relatively few young women in Chinatown at the time, it is not hard to imagine that Marcella would have had male friends

wanting to keep in touch and write to her throughout the war. Marcella will celebrate her ninety-eighth birthday this year.

Community Tour of MOCA Collections

MOCA Collections Associate Nancy Ng Tam giving leaders of family associations and community organizations with long

histories in Chinatown such as the Lee Family Association, Chinatown Consolidated Benevolent Association, and the Chinese

Chamber of Commerce of New York a tour of MOCA's Research and Collections Center at 3 Howard Street. Photograph

courtesy of Minna Kim.

On Tuesday, June 6th, MOCA Collections welcomed leaders of family
associations and community organizations on a tour of our new Collections and
Research Center. The Community Tour, organized by MOCA's new Director of
External Affairs Ellen Luo, is part of ongoing efforts to open up our space and
build and strengthen positive relationships with members of the Chinatown
community. The family associations are some of New York Chinatown's oldest
community organizations, providing political and social support to Chinese
immigrants since the earliest beginnings of the community in the 1880s. During
the visit, a couple of leaders spoke to us about other family members who had
previously donated collections to MOCA and expressed interest in viewing
donated pieces. Another leader expressed interest in returning to read some of
our Chinese-language materials. We look forward to growing these connections
and welcoming them into our space again for research as well as accessing
materials on their own family histories.

Collection Stories

On Tuesdays, MOCA Collections publishes a new object story highlighting
hidden gems within MOCA’s collections. To read these engaging snapshots of
Chinese American history, visit MOCA’s Collection Stories page or follow
@mocanyc on Facebook and Instagram. Stories on MOCA's website are
published in both English and Chinese, and readers can easily switch between
languages by clicking the "En / 中" icon on the menu bar at the top of MOCA's
webpages.

Click on an icon below to navigate to one of our most recent object stories:

New Acquisition Highlights

MOCA continues to acquire new objects into our vast 85,000-object collection
through a new formal committee process. Our monthly acquisition meetings
convene staff from MOCA's Exhibition, Education, and Collections
Departments, along with distinguished scholars, board members, and collectors
to make informed determinations regarding proposed donations and
acquisitions. 

We have recently begun featuring objects newly acquired into the collection in
bilingual story posts published Mondays on MOCA’s website and social media. To
switch from English to Chinese on MOCA’s website, click the "En / 中" icon on
the far right of the menu bar at the top of the page. 

Please visit our New Acquisitions page to read more, or click on an icon below to
navigate to our latest highlights:

Consider Supporting the Work of MOCA Collections

The small staff at MOCA's Collections and Research Center do vital work to care
for and offer access to an extensive collection of 85,000+ objects documenting and
supporting research on Chinese American history. Please consider supporting our
work through donating to MOCA's Fire Recovery Fund. No donation is too small
and each contribution enables us to continue preserving MOCA's historical
treasures for generations to come.

Donate to MOCA's Fire Recovery Fund

Free Digital Guide

Discover more about the Museum in our bilingual digital guide on Bloomberg

Connects, the free arts and culture app. Explore our permanent collection, get a
behind-the-scenes look at our Responses exhibition, and more with exclusive audio
content and commentary. Download the app here.

Download Free Bloomberg Connects App

Google Arts & Culture
In 2021, MOCA launched a partnership with Google to make hundreds of
digitized images of objects, sculptures, letters, photos, and videos from MOCA’s
collections available for free on the Google Arts & Culture digital platform.

MOCA's special virtual exhibition titled Trial by Fire: The Race to Save 200

Years of Chinese American History, available exclusively on the platform, tells
the story of the Museum’s race against the clock to retrieve, rescue, and repair its
archives. Trial by Fire is an original MOCA exhibition written, researched, and
compiled from the Museum’s daily social media posts, and primary sources such
as videos and images, public records, and news reports that documented the first
critical weeks of the fire, its aftermath, and recovery effort afterward.

In addition, over 200 digitized high-resolution images from MOCA’s collections
are available for the first time on the platform, as well as digital exhibits of With a

Single Step: Stories in the Making of America, MOCA’s permanent exhibition,
and the My MOCA Story video project, a crowdsourced social-media storytelling
project launched by MOCA at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Explore Google Arts & Culture
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